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COMM 3340 –  
Methods of Rhetorical Criticism 
 

 
Mark Hlavacik 
Mark.Hlavacik@unt.edu 
Office – 320A GAB 
Hours – MW 12-2PM

Course Description 
We are all critics. We must be. To live safe—let alone meaningful—lives we must make critical judgments 
everyday. Some judgments are big like whether or not to change your major. Many judgments are small like 
whether or not to finish that burrito. But, in every case, we arrive at our decisions through some process, 
intentional or otherwise. Our judgments are important to us, but they are also important to other people. Just 
about as often as we make judgments, other people try to influence those judgments or the processes by which 
we make them. 
 
Communication Studies 3340 is concerned with processes of critical 
judgment, but not the major or the burrito kind. COMM 3340 will not 
teach you how to select a lunch or a future. Those are issues best 
tackled with a philosopher or life coach. COMM 3340 is also not a 
class about how to persuade your friend to give up his burritos or her 
major in aviation logistics. That is persuasion and you can learn about 
it COMM 2140: Rhetoric and Argument. Instead, COMM 3340 is a 
class about judging the judgments people make when they attempt to 
influence other people’s judgments. That third level of abstraction is 
rhetorical criticism and if it makes no sense now, then you are in the 
right class. The readings, assignments, and classroom format of 
COMM 3340 are all designed to help you develop analytical 
competence as a critic of the rhetorical milieu in which you are 
swimming. 
 
In this class, we will read about thirty articles written by rhetorical 
critics. At times, these will be technical and dense, but the questions 
they pursue are always grounded in that third level of judgment. We will spend the majority of our time in class 
talking together about what we have read and how we might apply it to the world. Eight times, no more, no less, 
we will take quizzes over the reading. In this class, we will write about thirty pages as well. I will ask each of you 
to pick a single rhetorical artifact that you will shower with criticism throughout the semester. It might be a speech 
or a book, a twitter campaign or an album, a monument or a video game, or just about anything else with sufficient 
communicative breadth and complexity to withstand a semester of scrutiny. I will ask each of you to perform four 
short rhetorical criticisms of the object and one longer criticism. Together, we will practice our critical judgment 
as well as our skills at writing those judgments in rigorous and convincing prose. I promise, it will be fun. 
 
Course Goals 
The core content of Rhetorical Criticism is a set of analytical methods for evaluate the rhetorical dimensions of 
communicative objects. As they learning these, student will: 

• Apply the methods of rhetorical criticism to a communicative object. 
• Map the history and development of rhetorical criticism as an academic pursuit. 
• Review one another's criticism. 
• Complete a semester-long process of writing and revision. 

 
Course Materials 
 
Course Canvas Page 



 
 

2 

 
Suggested Course Text 

• University of Chicago Press, The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2010). 9780226104201. 

 
Course Assignments 
The following are rough descriptions of each of the assignments. More specific requirements for each including 
rubrics will be made available during class. None of the assignments in COMM 3340 are optional. If a student 
does not complete and submit any of the assigned work for COMM 3340, he or she will fail the course. 
 
Reading Quizzes (400pts) 
There will be eight reading quizzes, each of which covers a week of reading. The reading quizzes are open 
book, but timed in such a way that the reading needs to be completed ahead of time. The reading quizzes are 
an opportunity for students to demonstrate their engagement with the assigned readings. Each quiz is worth 
5% of the overall course grade. 
 
Artifact Proposal (20pts) 
The artifact proposal is a discussion post made during the third week of class. In it, you will tell the class about 
the rhetorical artifact you have chosen to write about for the semester and also respond to the posts of at least 
two classmates. 
 
Short Criticisms (300pts) 
You will write three short criticisms. The short criticisms will be a minimum of four pages and a maximum of six 
pages. Each short criticism corresponds to one of the three units in this class and you will have your pick of 
two critical methods to make use of for your criticism. The short criticisms will build toward the long criticism 
that is the capstone for the course and they will give you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of 
critical method you choose. Each short criticism is worth 10% of the overall course grade. 
 
Peer Reviews (80pts) 
After all of the short criticisms are written, you will be paired with a classmate to do peer reviews in preparation 
for composing the long criticism. This will involve reading each of your partner's short criticisms and offering 
suggestions for creating a compelling long criticism. Everyone will do this twice. Each time, you will have a 
week to complete your review. Both reviews are worth 4% of the final grade. 
 
Long Criticism (200pts) 
From your three or short criticisms, you will plan and prepare a longer criticism of your chosen rhetorical 
artifact. This longer criticism will draw on discoveries you have made in your shorter criticisms, but will be 
substantially its own work. This longer criticism should represent the most revealing rhetorical examination of 
your chosen artifact you can create. The long criticism will be due during finals week and serve as a 
culmination of what you have learned in Methods of Rhetorical Criticism. It should be no fewer than eight 
pages, but no more than ten. 
 
Course Policies 
Please note that the University of North Texas boasts some great resources for rhetorical humans who also 
happen to be undergraduate students in COMM 3340: 

• UNT Writing Center (http://writingcenter.unt.edu)  
• COMM Library (https://communication.unt.edu/communications-library-search) 

As you find cause to seek help along the way in COMM 3340, do not forget that these are available to you. You 
can find more details by following the links or asking your instructor. 
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Guidelines for Submitting Assignments 
Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class the day that they are due. Barring documented 
emergencies, even if you are absent on the day that an assignment is due it is your responsibility to submit the 
assignment to me via email on time. All assignments should be typed using a standard font, such as Times New 
Roman. Please use one-inch margins and either an eleven or twelve-point font size. Handwritten work will not 
be accepted. Staple all work that is more than one page. Carefully proofread all assignments before submitting. 
Submissions should include your name, the course name, and the date on the first page. Late work will be 
accepted for half credit up to a week after the assignment is due. This does not extend past the last day of class. 
It is your responsibility to notify me as soon as possible if you believe your will have to turn an assignment in 
late. I reserve the option of declining late work when a student has not notified me that the work would be late 
before it is past due. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is required for COMM 3340. Each student will be expected to participate in the creation and 
maintenance of an intellectual and professional community of study. Students who arrive late or attend class 
without the necessary materials or completed assignments may be counted absent. You are responsible for 
obtaining assignments, notes, and/or schedule changes that are made during missed classes. There are no 
excused absences in COMM 3340 with the exception of university-approved activities and emergencies. In both 
cases the student must provide documentation of the absence promptly for it to be excused. The first three 
unexcused absences in COMM 3340 will have no effect on your grade, but every absence greater than three 
will result in a half-grade deduction from the final grade. If a student misses more than one third of all of the class 
sessions, the student will automatically fail COMM 3340. In the unfortunate event that you face an emergency 
that is likely to remove you from class for an extended period, please get in contact with the Dean of Students 
office (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu). The Dean of Students office can provide you with support and options 
for managing your academic career during an extended emergency.  
 
Classroom Citizenship 
You will likely hear class members express ideas and opinions very different from your own in COMM 3340. You 
are expected to listen to opposing viewpoints and respect your classmates’ rights to hold those viewpoints. This 
does not mean that you are expected to compromise your own beliefs or values. Please be polite and respectful 
in your responses to others’ ideas. When appropriate, provide constructive feedback to your classmates’ 
contributions. You will likely receive constructive feedback yourself. You should strive to take it as an opportunity 
to improve your active listening, critical thinking, and communication skills. Please remember that no matter how 
free speech is from government restriction, it can never be free from consequence. An insult is an insult. It will 
hurt feelings without regard to its legal status and the goes for other categories of speech. As an educator, it is 
my job to make sure that the classroom in which I teach welcomes students as much as it challenges them. 
From time to time, I may make proportionate interventions in class discussion in the pursuit of that balance. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Dishonesty of any kind is unacceptable in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, 
cheating, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, having unauthorized 
possession of examinations, submitting the work of another person, submitting work turned in for credit in a 
previous course, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Academic dishonesty will result in 
academic sanctions, which may include automatic failure of the course and more. For more complete information 
on UNT’s procedures and policies regarding academic integrity, follow this link to check out your Student 
Handbook: http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf. 
 
Disability Access 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
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accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at: http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940-
565-4323. 
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Course Schedule 
All readings can be found on the course Canvas page. 
 
Rhetorical Criticism is divided into five units. Each unit lasts three weeks and contains three modules, one for 
each week. They are linked below on this page and also underneath the image of Anton Ego on the home 
page. You will have one assignment due each week, at the end of the module, with the exception of the week 
before finals, which you will use to work on your Long Criticism. Submitting the Long Criticism is the final. The 
assignments are all listed here in the overview. 
 
Introduction to Rhetorical Criticism 
This unit introduces rhetorical criticism, defining it, offering some history, along with a few key readings. 
 
Week 1 - Key readings on rhetorical criticism. Reading Quiz 1. 
 
Week 2 - More key readings on rhetorical criticism. Reading Quiz 2. 
 
Week 3 - Artifact proposal. During this week, you will write a brief proposal identifying what rhetorical artifact 
you intend to analyze throughout the semester. 
 
Neo-Aristotelian & The Pentad 
This is the first of three units where you will learn specific methods for rhetorical criticism. Each unit covers two 
methods and requires that you choose one to apply to your object. 
 
Week 4 - Key readings on Neo-Aristotelian criticism. Reading Quiz 3. 
 
Week 5 - Key readings on Pentadic criticism. Reading Quiz 4. 
 
Week 6 - The first short criticism. 
 
Metaphor & Affect 
This is the second unit on methods of rhetorical criticism. 
 
Week 7 - Key readings on metaphorical criticism. Reading Quiz 5. 
 
Week 8 - Key readings on affective criticism. Reading Quiz 6. 
 
Week 9 - The second short criticism. 
 
Genre & Ideological 
This is the third unit on methods of rhetorical criticism. 
 
Week 10 - Key readings on genre criticism. Reading Quiz 7. 
 
Week 11 - Key readings on ideological criticism. Reading Quiz 8. 
 
Week 12 - The third short criticism. 
 
Reviews & Final 
For the first two weeks of this unit, you will write reviews of one another's criticisms. You will be assigned a 
partner at random for both weeks. You and your partner will exchange all of the short criticisms you have 
written and then review them and make suggestions for the final, long criticism. The third week of this unit is 
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reserved as time for you to work on your final criticism, a longer paper that will borrow from your short 
criticisms.  
 
Week 13 - First peer review session. 
 
Week 14 - Second peer review session. 
 
Week 15 - Work on the long criticism. 
 
During finals week you will submit your long criticism. 


